
Probing is a form of questioning that encourages students to extend their verbal answers in the classroom. There are three
types of probing questions which are particularly effective for both classroom teaching and small group/individual tuition:
probing to clarify ideas, probing to expand on ideas, and probing to contextualise ideas.

It is sometimes tempting, when a student gives you the right answer on the first attempt, to move straight on to the next part of
your lesson or tutorial. By moving on immediately, however, you are wasting a learning opportunity for that child. They already
had the knowledge you were requesting, and although their answer might have helped other students within a classroom setting,
their level of understanding (and the understanding of students at the same level as them) has been left unaltered.
This is where probing comes in. Encouraging students to explain their answer or to further develop an element of their answer
helps to push their own understanding (and their levels or articulacy!) to the next level. This is known as elaboration. Research
suggests that this process helps your brain to form new connections between information, making it more likely that you
remember and store it.
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W H A T ' S  T H E  I D E A ?

W H A T  A R E  T H E  I M P L I C A T I O N S ?

Use the Q Matrix (saved in the T&L desktop folder) to help
you phrase your probing questions.  Aim to plan questions
that use the question stems in the red area

T O P  T I P S

Questioning - Probing

It is important to ask questions that make students probe their schema
for the ideas being discussed. Well-chosen questions can support
students to make links between ideas, to rehearse explanations to
support long-term memory, to connect abstract and concrete
examples and to identify knowledge gaps and misconceptions. 

W H A T  D O E S  I T  M E A N ?

W A N T  T O  K N O W  M O R E ?
H T T P S : / / W W W . S E C - E D . C O . U K / B E S T - P R A C T I C E / A S K I N G - P R O B I N G - H I G H - Q U A L I T Y -

Q U E S T I O N S - I N - T H E - C L A S S R O O M / .  

https://www.getmygrades.co.uk/teach-me-about-elaboration/


E X A M P L E S  O F  P R O B I N G  Q U E S T I O N S

W H A T  D O  Y O U  M E A N  B Y  T H A T ?
H O W  W O U L D  Y O U  E X P L A I N  T H A T  T O  A  Y O U N G E R
S T U D E N T ?
C A N  Y O U  G I V E  M E  A N O T H E R  E X A M P L E  O F  T H A T ?
H O W  D I D  Y O U  W O R K  T H A T  O U T ?

H O W  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  T H I S  W O U L D  H A V E  A N  I M P A C T
O N … ?
W H A T  E V I D E N C E  D O  Y O U  H A V E  F O R  T H A T ?
T H A T ’ S  A N  I N T E R E S T I N G  W O R D  Y O U  U S E D  T H E R E  –
C A N  Y O U  E X P L A I N  W H Y  Y O U  C H O S E  I T ?
W H A T  W O U L D  T H I S  M E A N  F O R …  ( R E L A T E D  I D E A ,
T O P I C ,  S T E P ,  O R  P R O C E S S ) ?

H O W  D I D  Y O U R  K N O W L E D G E  O F  T H E  T I M E  P E R I O D
A F F E C T  Y O U R  A N S W E R ?
H O W  W O U L D  Y O U R  A N S W E R  C H A N G E  I F  W E  W E R E
A L I V E  1 0 0  Y E A R S  A G O ?
W H Y  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  S O M E  P E O P L E  M I G H T  D I S A G R E E
W I T H  Y O U R  A N S W E R ?

C L A R I F Y I N G
W H E N  Y O U  A S K  S T U D E N T S  T O  C L A R I F Y  A N  A N S W E R ,  Y O U
A R E  A S K I N G  T H E M  T O  M A K E  I T  M O R E  C L E A R :

 
 

E X P A N D I N G
W H E N  Y O U  A S K  S T U D E N T S  T O  E X P A N D  O N  A N  I D E A ,  Y O U
A R E  A S K I N G  T H E M  T O  E L A B O R A T E  O N  A N D  E X T E N D
T H E I R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  T H E  I D E A :

 
 

C O N T E X T U A L I S I N G
W H E N  Y O U  A S K  S T U D E N T S  T O  C O N T E X T U A L I S E  A N
A N S W E R ,  Y O U  A R E  A S K I N G  T H E M  T O  P L A C E  I T  I N  I T S
C O R R E C T  C O N T E X T  T O  D I S C O V E R  H O W  T H I S  M I G H T
A F F E C T  T H E  A C C U R A C Y  O F  T H E  A N S W E R :


